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Anything is possible in installation art.  
The typically short lifespan of the materials 
and techniques used and the intended 
experience can be endless, often to the despair 
of the custodian of the work. The processes 
involved in preserving this complex form of 
art; reinstalling it, finding ways to recreate the 
experience over and again, as well as the 
decision-making that underlies these 
processes, form the backbone of this book. 
 
What did the artist originally intend and how 
has that concept been realized in the past? 
How can one preserve and document the 
installation? What relation exists between the 
components and the space, and what is the 
spectator’s part in the work? Questions of this 
kind are examined in connection with a 
number of case studies. At the same time, the 
book reports on the results of an extensive 
research project, Inside Installations (2004-
2007), carried out by an international group of 
custodians active in the conservation of 
contemporary art. 
 
Tatja Scholte is programme manager at the Cultural Heritage Agency (RCE) in the 
Netherlands and specializes in the theory of contemporary art conservation. 
 
Glenn Wharton serves as Media Conservator at the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York. He is also on faculty in the Museum Studies Program at New York University, 
and was the founding Executive Director of INCCA-NA, the North American group of 
the International Network for the Conservation of Contemporary Art. 
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